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forming and to offer the dictatorship to G-eneral
Trochu.

Here is a proof that a secret understanding al-
ready existed between Trochu and the Opposition
deputies, which became all. the more evident from
what happened on the following day. General Pa-
likao protested against Favre's insinuation, though
it may have been only for the form and he perhaps
already had doubts concerning Trochu's fidelity to
the Empire. He even declared that it was an insult
to Trochu to suppose him capable of accepting
power from the hands of the mob. The Legislative
Body was in a very agitated state, the extremists
of the Left becoming more and more arrogant as
the discussion went on, interrupting by scoffs and
denials the speech of the Prime Minister when he
tried to prove that a constituted government could
alone conduct, in a capable manner, the defense of
the nation. M. Schneider tried to make the assembly
realize the gravity of the situation. But the mem-
bers of the Left were exultant. They already saw
the regime overthrown and themselves installed in
power. Two hours were passed in violent and use-
less debate. Toward 4 o'clock came the telegram
which the Emperor had been authorized by the Ger-
man authorities to send after the capitulation. It
read: "TJie army is defeated and captured; I am
a prisoner. Napoleon." Sad news was expected
of course. But who could have foreseen such a ter-
rible catastrophe as this!

One of those who stood very near to the Empress,
writes, very truly, as follows concerning the recep-
tion of this telegram: "The Empress endured all
that a sovereign and a woman can endure. She

403appened."
